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Landers named 


Deputy Commissioner 


Sharon L. Landers joined the NJDOT 
on May 16 as Deputy Commissioner. 
The former legislative counsel for a New 
York utility company also served as 
transportation advisor to the New York 
City mayor and as Deputy Commissioner 
and General Counsel for the New York 
City Department of Transportation. 

“Sharon brings 15 years of experience 
as a manager, policy-maker and legal 
advisor on a wealth of transportation 
issues,’ said Commissioner Frank J. 
Wilson in welcoming her. 

“Throughout my career I have been 
involved with transportation and environ- 
mental issues,” Landers said. “I look 
forward to working with Commissioner 
Wilson and the people who make up this 
agency.” The Woodbridge resident said 
that her first job after law school was as a 
staff lawyer for environmental issues for 
the New York State DOT which led to an 
appointment to the New York Governor’s 
Office with primary responsibility for 
transportation. 

“One of my most interesting jobs was 
dealing with transportation problems 
involved with the Winter Olympics in 
Lake Placid, NY,” Landers said. “High 
on my list of big challenges was buying 
400 buses for New York City. At that 
time I hadn’t even bought a car much less 
a bus.” 

A graduate of the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook, the Deputy 
Commissioner holds a law degree from 
the Albany Law School of Union Univer- 
sity. She is a recipient of the Silver Key 
award from the American Bar Associa- 
tion. 
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Somerville Circle gets new look 


On May 23 Governor Christine Todd 
Whitman and Commissioner Frank J, 
Wilson officially opened the new bridge 
and modified Somerville Circle that were 
designed to relieve congestion at one of 
New Jersey’s most notorious traffic 
bottlenecks. 

The $14.8 million project, started in 
October 1991, marks the latest step in the 
NJDOT’s program to either eliminate or 
modify traffic circles on the state highway 
system. To date, nearly half of the 67 traffic 
circles have been eliminated or modified. 

Governor Whitman knew the circle well. 


“T can’t say that I'll miss the old 
Somerville Circle,” she said. “Back in the 
1980's, as a new freeholder, I started 
talking about this project with then 
Commissioner Hazel Gluck. It has taken a 
long time, but as a resident of the area, I 
have been really pleased by the level of 
cooperation that went in to making this 
happen.” 

Wilson characterized the plight of the 
motorist who had to get around the old 
circle. “For decades, it was wait and see, 
look for a gap, hit the gas and get through, 
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Spotlight on Tom Norris 


Resident Engineer Tom Norris is a soft- year era, the career of Tom Norris.” 


spoken man who had the challenging task 
of rebuilding the Somerville Circle while 
keeping it open to the 70,000 motorists 
who stream through it daily. 

“T actually asked for the assignment 
because it is near my home in Warren,” 
Norris said. He also postponed his 
retirement to complete the job. 

In his remarks at the opening of the 
Somerville Circle, Commissioner Wilson 
praised Norris for his dedication. “This a 
bittersweet occasion,” said Wilson, 
“because we mark the end of an era, a 32- 


Norris joined the Department in 1962 as 
a Highway Inspector and slowly rose 
through the ranks while completing his 
education at night. “I worked on several 
interesting jobs, I-80 and I-287, and later I 
worked on the reconstruction of I-287.” 

He remembers the traffic on I-80 as 
being particularly dangerous. “The State 
Police actually clocked some going 100 
miles an hour through the work zone. 
Somerville was quiet in comparison, they 
can’t speed around a circle.,” he said. 

Norris said he plans a quiet retirement. 


Tom Norris, Resident Engineer on the Somerville Circle receives congratulations 
from Governor Christine Todd Whitman and Commissioner Frank J. Wilson. 
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Emergency phones now on roads 


Motorists in need of assistance will 
now be able to contact the State Police by 
roadside phones that have been installed 
along four highways in ten counties. The 
300-phone system now spans 75 miles of 
interstate highways. 

"We tried to install them where we felt 
they would do the most good," said 
Richard Zolnowski, project manager, who 
along with Phil Cappuccio, resident 
engineer, supervised the contract. 

Phones on J-195 in Monmouth and 
Ocean counties began operation in April, 
followed in May on I-80, a nine-mile 
stretch between Edwards Road in 
Parsippany-Troy Hills and Union 
Boulevard in Totowa; on I-280, a 16- 
mile stretch between New Road in 
Parsippany-Troy Hills and Route 508 in 
Kearny and on I-295, a 25-mile stretch 
between Route 602 in Oldmans Township 
and Church Road in Mount Laurel. 

The $2.5 million system is being funded 
entirely by the federal government. 


I would like to recognize Eileen 
Rainieri for her actions on May 11. 
Early that afternoon I was sitting at my 
desk eating a piece of candy when 
suddenly it lodged in my throat and I 
began to choke. When Eileen realized 
what was happening, she rushed over 
and after a couple of slaps on the back 
(which were unsuccessful), she grasped 
me from behind and with a sudden 
push, expelled the candy from my 
throat. 

It took a while for me to recover, but 
as I stood there panting, I realized it 
was a Close call. I don’t know what 
would have happened if Eileen hadn’t 


Somerville Circle 


hopefully in one piece,” he said. “Today 
we’ ve broken this circle of frustration for 
tens of thousands of daily motorists. We 
had to build this bridge over troubled _ 
waters, Or, aS some say, Over a dead sea of 
stalled traffic. I think the 25,000 motorists 
who are expected to use this bridge each 
day will thank us. 

“If we look deep into the foundations of 
this bridge we will find that it is built on 
cooperation which we clearly enjoyed at 
every level from those involved: the police 
officers, the business men and women, the 
contractors and NJDOT staff who worked 
together to make it happen,” the Commis- 


Z 


“Any motorist who has experienced 
mechanical difficulties with their vehicle 
and has had to pull over can appreciate 
the benefits of this roadside phone 
system,” said Commissioner Frank J. 
Wilson. “Rather than wandering off the 
roadway into unfamiliar territory in 
search of a phone, help is now only a 
short walk away.” 

The phones are located at half-mile 
intervals along these highway segments in 
both directions. The locations were 
selected based on traffic volumes and a 
lack of nearby phones. 

As a deterrent to vandalism, the phone 
boxes have a detection system that 
automatically alerts police when the 
boxes are opened. The phones are 
wireless and operate on solar power, with 
a rechargeable battery system. The 
300-phone system can be expanded in the 
future, depending on the availability of 
radio frequencies. 

In a 1980s pilot program, New Jersey 


Blue Ribbons 


been there, but it is quite possible she 
saved my life. 

—Robert D. McLaughlin 
Chief, Bureau of Program Coordination 


May 19 

Please express my appreciation for 
one of your workers, Ron Sperry, 
(Region I), for taking the time to track 
me down to inform me he had found my 
wallet. I had lost it a few days earlier 
while riding my motorcycle and he 
found the contents scattered on the side 
of the road. It was a great relief for me 
to know that my credit cards and 
identification had been recovered and 
were not lying around or in someone 
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sioner said. 

He was referring to the multi-agency 
task force with members from all of the 
affected towns, Somerset County and the 
Chamber of Commerce who worked with 
Department officials throughout planning 
and construction to keep informed and to 
address the dozens of logistical problems 
that came up during different stages of the 
work. 

The redesigned circle features a new 
Route 202 bridge that will carry an 
estimated 25,000 vehicles per day over the 
circle rather than through it. Prior to the 
start of construction, an estimated 70,000 
vehicles per day traveled through the circle. 


Jeff Lamm, NJDOT press officer, 
demonstrates the new roadside phones 


had a dozen roadside phones along I-80 in 
Morris County. Following repeated 
damage to the underground wires, these 
phones were removed and later installed 
along I-280 in Essex County. 


else’s hands. 

Taking extra steps like this deserve 
recognition, and people like Mr. Sperry © 
are a credit to your department. 

—Tom Nebiene 3 
Parsippany 


April 21 
When our driveway was accidentally. 
damaged by a snowplow following a 
snow storm, our complaint was courte- 
ously handled by Richard Galimi and 
Steven Smolinski from the Rockaway 
Maintenance Yard. 
Thank you...for a job well done! 
—Mr. and Mrs. Paul Zimmerman | 
Morris Plains , 


Tramspeorter 


The Transporter is published for the 
employees and retirees of the New Jersey 
Department of Transportation. It is written and 
designed by the Communications Office, 

CN 600, Trenton, NJ 08625. (609) 530-2121. 
The Transporter is printed by the Department's 
Print Shop. 

Alyn Ackermann, Director of Communications; 
Camille Sinclair, Managing Editor; 

Gerald E. Guarnieri, Page Editor; 

Frank Bridgewater, Graphic Artist; 

John Dourgarian, Jeff Lamm and Rick 
Remington, Contributors. Kathleen Callahan, 
Toni Smith and Judi Tessein, Support Staff. 


Four NJDOTers who are members of the NJ Air National Guard’s 108th Civil 
Engineering Squadron shared in the group's outstanding rating for work completed 
during two weeks on active duty at Keesler Air Force Base in Mississippi where they 


surveyed and redesigned the base’s electrical system. They are Jim Layton, Region IV 


Design; Richard Lloyd, Permits; Eric Johnson, Senior Engineer, Region IV and Paul 


Kasica, Region IV Design. 


Bridge inspectors return stolen bonds 


A crew of NJDOT bridge inspec- 
tors found more than crumbling 
concrete and rusted steel while 
checking a span along Route 21 in 
March. 

Nearly a half million dollars worth 
of U.S. Savings Bonds and bank 
passbooks were buried under snow and 
debris along the highway under the 
State Street bridge in Passaic, appar- 
ently the discarded booty from a 
robbery. 

“We were inspecting the State 
Street bridge over Route 21 when we 
found a $1,000 Series E Bond under 
the snow,” said Bruce Darji, Crew 
Chief of Bridge Inspection Crew E. 
“We searched some more and we 
found a total of eight $1,000 bonds 
that were issued in 1965. We were told 
that their market value is $25,000 
each.” 


Moment in History 


Darji’s crew, which includes 
Rajeesh Patel, Gurdial Premi and 
Priscilla Upkah, also found five bank 
passbooks with a total of $200,000 in 
balances. 

The name of the owner of the 
bonds and passbooks was on the 
documents. 

"We tried to call him first,” Darji 
said. “When we couldn’t reach him, 
we went to a nearby police station.” 

Police informed the bridge inspec- 
tors that the owner was the victim of a 
recent burglary. 

In ten years of inspecting bridges, 
“I’ve never had anything of this sort 
happen,” Darji said. 

This is something which needs 
encouragement and recognition,” said 
Sal Baig, Chief of the Bureau of 
Structural Evaluations. “This was 
above and beyond the call of duty.” 


The recent 50th Anniversary of the Normandy Invasion must have triggered 
this souvenir newsclip from Bureau of Materials’ Fred Lovett. 
Trenton, Jan. 16 — In a report to Governor Walter E. Edge today, 
State Highway Commissioner Spencer Miller Jr. revealed that during 
1946 the award of contracts in the state’s post-war highway relief 


program aggregated $17,203,638. 


Governor Edge will leave office next Tuesday. One of his major 
proposals as the war ended was to launch as promptly as possible a traffic 
relief program. i 

The projects include beginning new super highways in the Newark 
metropolitan area and to absorb some of the overload on the cross state 


Route 25 and the north-south Route 4. 
Philadelphia Inquirer, January 16, 1947 


Where’s Route 25? 


Births 


Joe Olah, Region I Construction and 
his wife, Gina, welcomed a baby boy, 
Zachery Dominic, their first child who 
was born March 29. 


Ashok N. Rana, Assistant Engineer, 
Region III Design and his wife, Nayana, 
are the proud parents of a son, Niraj, 
born April 28. 


Retirees 


The following employees have 
retired: William Rothwell, C & M 
Tech. 3 (Local Aid), 30 years; Robert 
Schlick, C & M Tech. I, 30 years; 
Colleen McAllister, Sr. File Clerk, 25 
years; Raymond Milkiewicz, Crew 
Supervisor, Hwy. Maint., 25 years; 
Robert Fitzpatrick, Admin. Analyst 3, 
20 years; John J. Stricker, Maint. 
Worker I, 11 years; William C. Young, 
Sign Fabricator, 11 years, Harry 
Churchman, Truck Driver, 8 years. 


Obituaries 


Thomas A. Kenan, 65, died on 
April 8. He retired in August 1981 after 
29 years of state service, the last 12 
with NJDOT. He transferred into the 
Bureau of Traffic Engineering Speed 
Zone Safety unit from the NJ Division 
of Motor Vehicles in August 1969. 


John M. Salt, 78, died on May 11. 
He retired in 1980 after 36 years of 
service. His last title was Principal 
Highway Inspector in Local Aid, 
Region III. Salt is survived by his 
wife, three daughters and four sons 
including John M. Salt Jr., Bureau of 
Materials in Region IV. 


Peter Thomas “Tom” Brower Sr., 
72, of Chatsworth died June 4. A 
Foreman in Region III, he retired in 
1978 after 30 years of service. Brower 
is survived by his wife, Ethel, five 
children and nine grandchildren. 


Robert C. Johnstone, 81, died May 


31 in Deland, Florida. He retired in 


1975 as a Maintenance Worker I in 
Region IV, after 19 years of service. 
He is survived by a son, three daugh- 
ters, six grandchildren and five great- 
grandchildren. 


3 


e Treritcor 


URDER 


DeCello umpires in aie stn leagues 


Mike DeCello of Capital Management 


umpired two Trenton Thunder games 
during a three-game home stand over 
the Memorial Day weekend. For those 
who still don’t know, the Thunder is 
the new Double A baseball team in 
town. 

“I was gratified to get the call,” said 
DeCello. “After one of the games, both 


team coaches offered congratulations on 


a good job. That’s always a highlight 
for any umpire.” 

Revisiting the yet unfinished stadium 
with the Transporter photographer, 
DeCello picked his way across con- 


struction debris in semi-darkness under 
the stands, towards a shaft of sunlight 
streaming through the door to the field. 
“This is where I first heard the roar of 
the crowd,” he said. 

DeCello has been umpiring high 
school and college-level baseball since 
1978. Last year he worked the Final 
Eight Tournament for American Legion 
Baseball and in 1991 he worked at the 
Babe Ruth League World Series. 

DeCello was selected earlier this year 
as a substitute umpire in the Double A 
Eastern League and looks forward to 
umpiring more Trenton Thunder games. 


July Events 


Finance/Administration - 
celebrate ‘new year’ 


Curious about the world of procure- | 
ment, human resources, accounting? 
The Department’s Finance and Admin- 
istration offices will be holding a Fiscal - 
New Year's Day Open House on July 1 | 
from 2 to4 p.m. They invite youto | 
visit their operations and ask questions. | 
For more information contact Leon 
Fulginiti at (609) 530-5495 or de x 
Sigle at (609) 530-2395. a 


Sons to get special 


NJDOT day July 12 _ 


The success of April’s “Take Our a : 
Daughters to Work Day” has prompted | 


the planning of a similar event for the 
sons of NJDOTers and friends on 
July 12. 

A day-long. program of presehit on / 
demonstrations and tours has been 
planned at Headquarters i in Ewing and 
in each of the four regions. The event | 
will be open to boys between the ages of | 
9 and 17 with activities gearedto 
different age groups. a 

Applications for Take Your Sonto 
Work Day can be obtained from John — 
Russack, Region I; Richard Shaw, 
Region II; Lorraine Maher, Region I; 
Richard Mayer, Region IV;Ceil 
Witkowski, Region V; Janis Stia, 
Finance and Administration; Howard | 
Immordino, Policy & Planning; Angela i 
Sperrazza, Office of the Con 
or Doreen Plummer, Design & ROW. | 
The deadline for applying is June 30. 


Class agreement project nets big suggestion rewards 


Four NJDOTers are sharing an $8,500 
award for an idea that started as a class 
project and grew into a suggestion that 
will save the state more than $85,000 a 
year. 

Brian Stritzki, Value Engineering; Tim 
McGough, Region II Design; Bill Hines, 


Region IV, Design and Bruce Hawkinson, 


Bureau of Environmental Analysis 


needed a project for their Certified Public 
Manager program. They decided to work 
up a suggestion for streamlining the 
Bridge Inspection Agreement Process. 
The plan would help reduce paperwork 
and could save the state thousands of 
dollars. After submitting the class 
project, the quartet decided to present the 
plan to management. 


“The idea was one whose time had 
come at NJDOT,” said Salim M. Baig, 
Manager, Bureau of Structural Evalua- 
tion. “They put a lot of time and effort in 
developing a plan that would gain 
management and FHWA approval.” 

“The plan will cut the number of 
consultant contracts necessary and save 
hours of staff time,” he said. 
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